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Review of the current manufacturing process of John West tuna cans
Courtney Brown, Phoebe Stefanidis Hin Chan

John West is an Australian brand that packages fish inside of cans.
These cans are our focus for determining the manufacturing process
and recycling value. Majority of tuna cans are made out of tin coat-
ed steel and aluminium, however John West doesnt specifically say
what percentage of what material they use. “ Aluminium cans are
Australia’s most recycled average container, with about 70% of all
used cans being recycled. However, only 41% of the 1.7 billion steel
cans bought annually are recycled” This leaves a lot of room for
improvement. These materials ar4e not a bad option because “recy-
cling aluminium and steel takes les energy to manufacture than vir-
gin materials”. The other materials use are the glossy paper and ink
used of the label. Aluminium is used for the opener and tin -coated
steel for the frame.

How it can done better:
Possibly imprint the text onto the can to prevent paper and glue use. For example, Coke.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYZyaEzTly4

Anon, (2018). [online] Available at: https://www.cleanup.org.au/PDF/au/
cua-steel-and-aluminium-recycling-fact-sheet.pdf
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The majority of caps or lids are made out of PP (Polypropyl-
ene). These are recyclable in some areas.

Laminated plastic tube - PBL (Plastic Barrier Laminate) - This
is not recyclable and could definitely be change to a different
material.

PawPaw inside - Used by consumer. There is controversey
around this material and if it is used up by the body. There

are no studies dont to prove either way.

Printing ink on the outside.
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Metal (Titanium) frames, glass and PVC plastic is used to manu-
facture these glasses.

Metal is recycled through recycling plants, however seperating the
metal from plastic is dificult.

The glass inside the glasses can be recycled and the glasses them-
selves can be replaced.



